


SHELLINGFORD PARISH MEETING
Minutes of Annual General Meeting on 12 May 2025 at The Community Hall
1.  Welcome and Attendance
Fiona Wright, Chair, welcomed twenty residents to the meeting.
An Attendance Record was completed by those present. Apologies for absence had been received or were given on behalf of Tom and Sally Barton, Jennie and Phil Chesterton, Janie Eyre-Brook, Jane Matthews and Jennifer Thompson.

2.  Previous Meeting
Minutes of the meeting on 11 November 2024 were reviewed and accepted as an accurate record without amendment. The Chair signed these minutes.

3.  Matters Arising
Action points concerning minerals extraction rights on Glebe Land and Election Polling Place were covered under topics 11 and 6 respectively,

4.  Nomination and Election of Officers
Fiona Wright was nominated by Janine Elton and seconded by Julian Mellor for the position of Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk526612258]Roy Samways was nominated by Susie Price and seconded by Christopher Price for the position of Clerk.
Christopher Price was nominated by Fiona Wright and seconded by Jane Samways for the position of Treasurer.
There were no other nominations and the meeting voted 18 in favour, none against and 1 abstention to approve the election of the officers.

At this stage, the Agenda was amended to take an urgent topic and the remaining items were discussed in the order set out below.

-.   New Quarry
An online public consultation, on proposals for a new quarry at Home Farm land next to the A417, had recently been set up by an agent acting on behalf of Earthline Limited. This consultation will be from 6 to 22 May.
The Clerk confirmed that no advance warning of this consultation had been given to either him, as Clerk, or the Quarry Local Liaison Committee. The proposed entrance from the B4508 was a particular surprise. The Chair felt that many of the required statutory assessments would have been completed already and that Earthline Limited would not have made the proposal unless they thought it would be granted.
Janice Sharp said that answers to many concerns were available on the website and that Earthline Limited want comments on the proposal in order that they can be considered. She felt that a proposed wild flower meadow would contribute to biodiversity net gain.
Mike Wright stressed that it was very important that individuals register any concerns now within the consultation period. The Chair asked whether objections should be restricted to a high level at this stage. Chris Kemp felt that there should be a two stage approach of objections to this proposal and then at any subsequent planning application.
Ann Kemp suggested the distribution of a flyer to all houses in the parish to make them aware of the public consultation. After discussion, it was agreed that the main points to be included in such a flyer were:
· Access off the B4508 (danger to all traffic; especially at school drop off and pick up times and when A420 diversions are in place)
· Existing flooding problems at the A417/B4508 crossroads
· Cumulative effect of three quarries on a small community
· Proximity to the village and ancient woodland
· Dust and Noise effect especially on top of existing quarries
Individuals would be encouraged to express their own thoughts on issues such as ecology and environmental damage.
A resolution to express the Parish Meeting’s objection to the proposal was passed with 16 votes in favour, 4 against and no abstentions.
A resolution to prepare and distribute the proposed flyer was passed with 16 votes in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention.
The Chair suggested that, if and when, a planning application is submitted that a more detailed approach should be prepared by a subcommittee. Janine Elton, Chris Kemp, Barry Moody and Mike Wright volunteered for such a subcommittee.

11. Parochial Church Council Report
The Clerk reported that strenuous representations had been made by letter and meetings in an attempt to stop the Glebe Committee of the Diocese of Oxford granting minerals extraction rights on Glebe Land between the A417/B4508 crossroads and the village. So far, this had been unsuccessful.
Imogen Jonas had asked the Clerk to report that a planning application had been submitted and registered on 30 April for the project at St Faith’s church. This referred to the external changes and any comments should be submitted to the Vale of White Horse District Council.  
Additional Listed Building and Faculty permissions will be required from the Diocese of Oxford for internal changes. Any comments on this should be directed to Imogen initially.
The Parochial Church Council intends to approach many grant giving organisations to largely fund the estimated project cost of £500,000. Whilst the Diocese of Oxford supports the project, it is necessary to demonstrate community support as well.
Views were expressed about the lack of water facilities at St Faith’s and potential problems caused by the removal of pews.

[bookmark: _Hlk117601819]8. Neighbourhood Plan Report
Mike Wright reported that the formal Pre-Submission Consultation period will commence shortly when all parishioners will have the opportunity to comment further on the current Plan.
Mike Wright and Barry Moody were thanked for all of their efforts so far.

[bookmark: _Hlk85541407][bookmark: _Hlk213104053]10. Community Hall Report
The Chair reported that whilst the bookings were considerably up, the longer term financial situation was not viable. The Hall is 25 years old and the cost of repairs is increasing. Three of the current five committee members lived outside the village and it would be helpful if more villagers were involved.

12. School Headteacher’s Report
Jane Samways (on behalf of Judith Terrill) read out the report and added that the school’s recent SIAMS assessment had been very complimentary. Any assistance with helping pupils to read would be gratefully received.

7.  Planning Applications
The Clerk reported on applications and decisions since the last Parish Meeting.
Replacement windows at Church Cottage, Church Street had been granted Listed Building consent in January.
An application made on 6 December; to demolish existing agricultural buildings and build 8 dwellings at Home Farm, Church Street was still under consideration. Revisions to landscaping plans and a wildlife risk assessment had been submitted in January and March.
Applications had been submitted in January and April for work at Quarry House, Church Street. These involved the replacement of external features and internal alterations plus the creation of a plunge pool in the garden.

9. Traffic Calming Subcommittee Report
The acquisition of a second Speed Indicator Device (“SID”) had not been progressed. Mark Francis of Oxfordshire County Council had previously stated that in order to have two SIDs in the village at least four poles must be installed including a location in Church Street. The obvious place opposite Shellingford House was objected to by the owner.
The Speedwatch team would welcome any volunteers.

13.  Financial Report
[bookmark: _Hlk57734159]A Summary Receipts & Payments Account for the year ended 31 March 2025 was presented. These were approved before being signed by the Chair.

14. Annual Governance and Accountability Return
The Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 dated 8 May was noted.
The Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 and the Accounting Statements 2024/25 were approved by the meeting and then signed by the Chair.
The Certificate of Exemption was approved by the meeting and then signed by the Chair.
The period for exercise of public rights was set to commence on 9 June and end on 18 July.
All of the documents referred to in points 13 and 14, plus contact details for any questions concerning them, will be displayed on the village noticeboard during the period for exercise of public rights.

5.  County Council Report
Lee Evans had been elected as the new County Councillor on 1 May. He had sent apologies for not attending this meeting but had submitted a report which the Clerk read out. His next Street Surgery in Shellingford will be on 31 May.

6.  District Council Report
Sue Caul was not present and had not submitted a report.
The Clerk explained that the Vale of White Horse District Council had withdrawn the proposal to replace the Community Hall as Shellingford’s Election Polling Place.  


15. General and 16. Any Other Business
Nothing was raised.

17. Date of Next Meeting
Planned for Monday 17 November 2025 at 19.30 in the Community Hall.



