


SHELLINGFORD PARISH MEETING
Minutes of Parish Meeting on 17 November 2025 at The Community Hall
1.  Welcome and Attendance
Fiona Wright, Chair, welcomed eighteen residents to the meeting. 
An Attendance Record was completed by those present. Apologies for absence had been received or were given on behalf of Jennie and Phil Chesterton, Sue Drew, Janie Eyre-Brook, Barry Moody, Alastair Sharp, Janice Sharp and Jennifer Thompson.

2.  Previous Meeting
Minutes of the meeting on 12 May 2025 were reviewed and accepted as an accurate record without amendment. The Chair signed these minutes.

3.  Matters Arising
Roy Samways, Clerk, referred to minute number 11 and reported that an email from the Diocese of Oxford had been received on 27 May 2025 saying that “negotiations” had stopped concerning the minerals extraction rights on Glebe Land between the A417/B4508 crossroads and the village.

4.  County Council Report
Councillor Lee Evans was welcomed to his first Parish Meeting. He explained that his main priority in the local area had been improving the state of the roads. There had been some success with repairs now being scheduled. The flooding on the B4508 crossroads was still a problem. He was also concerned at safety on the A420, because of the greatly increased housing and consequent traffic on this road.
Lee has a small Councillor Priority Fund for use on new projects and will send any future newsletters to the Clerk for publication on the village noticeboard and website.
Issues at the County level include SEND, Oxford Congestion Charge, Home to School transport and new Unitary Authorities. There are three current proposals for a new Unitary Authority that would include Shellingford:
· Two Councils named North and South (called Ridgeway and including Vale of White Horse) Oxfordshire - recommended by five District Councils.
· One Council for the whole of Oxfordshire – recommended by the County Council.
· Three Councils named Greater Oxford (49 parishes from Cherwell, South Oxfordshire and VOWH being incorporated into Oxford), Northern Oxfordshire and Ridgeway (including Shellingford) – recommended by Oxford City Council.
The deadline for submission of proposals on 28 November will be followed by Central Government supposedly making a decision in the first half of 2026.
5.  District Council Report
Councillor Sue Caul was not present; had not responded to an invitation to attend; and had not submitted a report.
The Clerk reported that the Inspectors of the Joint Local Plan 2041 prepared by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils had recommended that it be withdrawn. The Councils have responded stating that this conclusion was “unwarranted and lacking coherent explanation”.

6.  Planning Applications
The Clerk reported on applications and decisions made since the last Parish Meeting.
An application to demolish existing agricultural buildings and build 8 dwellings at Home Farm, Church Street was still under consideration. Further revisions to plans had been submitted in May and July.
Approvals had been granted in June for a plunge pool in the garden of Quarry House, Church Street and in September (after amended plans submitted in August) for the project at St Faith’s church to replace the vestry and provide a water supply.
A new application had been made in August for an extension to provide a new dwelling at 2 Council Houses, Fernham Road. Additional information has been supplied following initial objections by the Ecology and Highways departments.
Variations and Discharges of Conditions have been accepted in relation to the Jacksons Cottage, Fernham Road rebuilding.
An application has been submitted to build a single storey extension and conversion of an existing garage at Wothorpe House, Church Street.

7.  New Quarry
The Chair confirmed that the flyer suggested at the last Parish meeting had been distributed with an encouragement for comments to be sent to Earthline Limited. Further meetings were largely on hold until a formal application is submitted.
Christopher Price had conducted a traffic survey at both the north and south sections of the B4508 at the A417 crossroads. There were considerably more lorries on the north side apparently going to the Hatford Quarry.
Susie Price suggested that Matthew Copplestone of Earthline Limited be asked to address the next Parish Meeting. The Chair will investigate this possibility.
Lee Evans explained that he had met the Planning Officer, Matthew Case, who had confirmed that an application for planning consent has been submitted but not yet validated. Public notification was expected to be before Christmas. Lee had asked that all Shellingford residents be contacted directly about consultation. This will be an elongated planning process and Lee will wait for the application details before forming a view.

[bookmark: _Hlk117601819]8.  Neighbourhood Plan Report
Mike Wright and Barry Moody met with Bluestone Planning, our advisors, recently to discuss the feedback of comments from the formal Pre-Submission Consultation in August. When this work is complete, there will be an opportunity to vote on the whole Neighbourhood Plan.
A vote of thanks to Mike and Barry was approved.

9.  Traffic Calming Subcommittee Report
Christopher Price reported that the last Speedwatch session had recorded 26 of 92 vehicles exceeding 24 mph.
Julian Mellor will move the existing Speed Indicator Device (“SID”) shortly. The acquisition of a second SID had not progressed because Mark Francis of Oxfordshire County Council stated that it should be on Church Street.
The Chair had tried to arrange for the two old faulty speed awareness signs on Fernham Poad to be activated but had struggled to receive a response from anyone at the Council.



10.  Financial Report
Christopher Price, Treasurer reported that the current bank account balance was £6,125. Lloyds Bank had introduced monthly usage charges from 1 January 2025, but there appeared to be few alternatives. TSB would be more expensive and Nationwide will not take it on.

11.  Budget for the Parish
The Chair explained that whilst bookings for the Community Hall had increased, the operating costs were being supported by an over contribution to energy costs by the school. Administration assistance for bookings is needed and a candidate has been identified. The Chair suggested that the principle of increasing future Precepts to cover Community Hall costs or losses be considered. Requests for donations from village trusts managed by the Parochial Church Council will also be made. After discussion and subject to the Community Hall Committee justifying its needs, a motion to increase future Precepts for this purpose was unanimously approved.
Donations by the Parish Meeting were reviewed and a motion to donate £100 to First Responders and £100 to Thames Valley Air Ambulance was unanimously approved.
The level of Precept for the coming financial year was debated   A motion to retain the Precept for the year to 31 March 2027 at the current level of £1,000, with the intention of increasing it in future, was unanimously approved.

12.  Parochial Church Council Report
VOWH planning consent was granted on 18 September for the project at St Faith’s church. Listed Building Consent and permission from the Diocese of Oxford (“Faculty”) will now be progressed. Phasing of the project is being considered.
The Christmas Fayre will be on 6 December from 10 to 12 a.m. in the Community Hall. Everyone is welcome to attend services of Carols by Candlelight at 5 p.m. on 14 December and Holy Communion at 10.15 a.m. on Christmas Day.

13.  School Headteacher’s Report
The Clerk summarised the Headteacher’s written report and Jane Samways asked for volunteers to act as Governors.

14.  General
No items were raised.

15.  Any Other Business
The Clerk explained that the A420 will be closed at night on 27 and 28 November from the Faringdon roundabout to Littleworth.
The statutory consultation period about the proposed new Thames Water reservoir will run from 28 October to 13 January. There will be Community Information Events from 10 to 27 November for anyone who is interested.

16.  Date of Next Meeting
Planned for Monday 11 May 2026 at 19.30 in the Community Hall.





