


SHELLINGFORD PARISH MEETING
Minutes of Annual General Meeting on 11 May 2026 at The Community Hall
1.  Welcome and Attendance
Fiona Wright, Chair, welcomed seventeen residents to the meeting.
An Attendance Record was completed by those present. Apologies for absence had been received or were given on behalf of Jennie Chesterton and Susie Price.

2.  Previous Meeting
Minutes of the meeting on 17 November 2025 were reviewed and accepted as an accurate record without amendment. The Chair signed these minutes.

3.  Matters Arising
None arose that were not already covered on the agenda.

4.  Nomination and Election of Officers
Fiona Wright was nominated by Janine Elton and seconded by Jane Samways for the position of Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk526612258]Roy Samways was nominated by Fiona Wright and seconded by Julian Mellor for the position of Clerk.
Christopher Price was nominated by Fiona Wright and seconded by Jane Samways for the position of Treasurer.
There were no other nominations and the meeting voted unanimously to approve the election of the officers.

5.  County Council Report
Lee Evans explained that one of his top priorities was improvements to local roads. The A417 to Wantage was currently being repaired with new drains being installed at the edge of the road. There would be a night time closure (20.00 to 06.00) from 1 to 4 June to improve and renovate the B4508/A417 crossroads. A420 improvements will be carried out shortly between Buckland and Hinton Waldrist. 
New rules for the use of the Stanford Recycling Centre had only increased bureaucracy and if the online booking system remains then if should be simplified.
Andrew Gant (Liberal Democrat) had resigned as Head of Transport Management. He had introduced the temporary congestion charge in Oxford.

6.  District Council Report
Lee Evans was congratulated on his election in March as the new District Councillor. He thanked everyone who voted. The council is controlled by the Liberal Democrats with 31 of the 38 seats. He intends to query the council’s responses to the hospitality business crisis and the Local Authority reorganisation proposals.
Lee highlighted Stanford in the Vale’s plans regarding a playing field (designation of the QE2 field north of A417) and leisure facilities using the considerable funds available from the Community Infrastructure Levy. 
Applications to the District Council’s Climate Nature Fund can be made for between £250 and £10,000.

- Lee then responded to questions from attendees regarding monitoring of fly tipping, repainting of Keep Clear road signs and the fact that Mark Francis had just retired as the County Council’s Transport Officer. 

7.  Planning Applications
The Clerk reported on applications and decisions since the last Parish Meeting.
The application to demolish existing agricultural buildings and build 8 dwellings at Home Farm, Church Street was approved on 24 March with 20 conditions.
Amended plans and additional information submitted in relation to a new dwelling at 2 Council Houses, Fernham Road and discharges of Conditions at Jacksons Cottage, Fernham Road have been accepted by the planning authority.
An application to build a single storey extension and conversion of an existing garage at Wothorpe House, Church Street was approved on 3 December.

8. New Quarry Application Update
An application to extract soft sand, crushed rock and building stone from Home Farm land next to the B4508/A417 crossroads had been formally submitted on 4 December.
The Chair had arranged for a presentation to be made at a public meeting, by the applicant Earthline Limited, on 12 January. Three meetings of parishioners had been held and strong objections had been submitted to the planning authority by many parishioners. The combined Parish Meeting objection had been submitted on 5 February.
Lee Evans reported that he had held meetings with the planning officer, Matthew Case, who had explained that the current delay was largely due to obtaining comments from statutory responders. It was probable that the County Council would issue a Regulation 25 letter requiring the applicant to respond to the problems raised. Lee had also been told that public responses, which are currently hidden on the website, should be readable soon. 
The Chair stated her intention to raise a New Quarry subcommittee soon and that legal advice might be required. As such a budget expenditure should be set for this.
A resolution to seek legal advice in principle was passed with 15 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.
A resolution to set a budget of £3,000 was passed with 15 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.
The Chair also reported that she had recently raised a formal complaint about the height of soil piles and the equipment sitting on top of them at the operating quarry.

[bookmark: _Hlk117601819]9. Neighbourhood Plan Report
Mike Wright reported that government funding of Neighbourhood Plans had ceased. Our advisors, Bluestone Planning, had worked for free over the last year, but had said that this could not continue. He proposed that the Parish Meeting meet the costs to finish the Plan, which were estimated to be approximately £4,200. Julian Mellor asked what was the likelihood of a government policy change before we finished it. Lee Evans said that these plans do carry some weight in planning decisions and offered to contact the District Council about help with funding.
It was decided that an Extraordinary Parish Meeting could be called, if necessary, when more information was available.



10. Traffic Calming Subcommittee Report

Christopher Price reported that the Speedwatch team had carried out a couple of sessions since the last Parish Meeting. At the latest one, 18 of 60 vehicles were recorded as driving in excess of 27 mph. Mark Francis’ retirement meant that we had to establish a new contact at Oxfordshire County Council. 

[bookmark: _Hlk85541407][bookmark: _Hlk213104053]11. Community Hall Report
The Chair reported that an administrator had been appointed to manage the Hall bookings and the actual use is slowly increasing. However, this had been at a cost. Pete Mattingley suggested that it was important to make everyone in the parish aware of what was available and perhaps organise a fund raising event.
A resolution to approve expenditure of £300 to support the Community Hall was unanimously approved.

12. Parochial Church Council Report
Nothing was reported.

13. School Headteacher’s Report
Jane Samways (on behalf of Judith Terrill) read out the report highlighting the numbers on roll; school activities; and the popularity of Forest School on Mann Trust land. The whole school very much appreciated that FOSS had raised funds sufficient to purchase 16 new laptops for the children.
The annual Fun Day is on Saturday 13 June and is open to the village and wider community.

14.  Financial Report
[bookmark: _Hlk57734159]A Summary Receipts & Payments Account for the year ended 31 March 2026 was presented. These were approved before being signed by the Chair.

15. Annual Governance and Accountability Return
The Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 dated 5 May was noted.
The Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 and the Accounting Statements 2025/26 were approved by the meeting and then signed by the Chair.
The Certificate of Exemption was approved by the meeting and then signed by the Chair.
The period for exercise of public rights was set to commence on 8 June and end on 17 July.
All of the documents referred to in points 14 and 15, plus contact details for any questions concerning them, will be displayed on the village noticeboard during the period for exercise of public rights.

16. General and Any Other Business
Nothing was raised.

17. Date of Next Meeting
Planned for Monday 16 November 2026 at 19.30 in the Community Hall.



