Report from Cllr Lee Evans to Shellingford Parish Meeting
November 2026

I’m sorry I can’t join you tonight, as I’m at a meeting of the Joint Scrutiny Committee of the District Councils. 

Please find below the key updates as the local County and District Councillor. Any questions or queries, or anything I can do to help in the village, please let me know. 

Local Government Reorganisation

Before turning to Council matters, in recent weeks the government has restarted the Local Government Reorganisation process. Under the latest proposals, the new 'Ridgeway' Council (combining most of the Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire with all of West Berkshire) will come into effect on 1 April 2029, with elections to the new shadow authority held a year earlier, in May 2028. The Vale of White Horse District Council elections in 2027 will go ahead as usual, although councillors will serve shortened terms.

Personally, I’m very concerned about what merging much of the Vale with South Oxfordshire and West Berkshire will mean for our local area. The Vale's financial position is already poor, and merging with West Berkshire could make things much worse, as West Berkshire has had to get Exceptional Financial Support from the government.

I’ll be monitoring the situation closely and speaking up for the interests of Council Tax payers in the Stanford Ward and across the Vale throughout the process. 

Proposed Home Farm Quarry

I continue to be in regular touch with the Planning Officer at Oxfordshire County Council about this application. There has been no update since the Regulation 25 letter was issued.

My understanding is that the ball is very much in the applicant's court at the moment, and we will next hear – and there will be another public consultation – when they submit new information for consideration.

Cearn Solar Farm

One of the issues most commonly raised with me is the proposed Cearn solar farm. I've taken time to look through the proposals, and I cannot support the plans because:

· In my view, the proposed solar farm is too big, at around 2,800 acres and enough to power 143,000 homes. The Vale's countryside should not become the dumping ground for solar panels that largely serve other areas.
· The scale of this plan would leave some villages, such as Lyford, surrounded by solar panels. That would fundamentally change these communities and their relationship with the countryside around them.
· Much of the solar farm would be on agricultural land, and I believe food security – including locally grown food – should be a priority for us. There are better places for solar, including rooftops, car parks, and commercial and industrial sites.
· The Vale is being asked to bear the burden of too much nationally significant infrastructure. Alongside the proposed 150-billion-litre 'White Horse Reservoir', this would be another extraordinarily large development in our area, and these projects would bring construction traffic, pressure on our roads and disruption to local communities.

A couple of months ago, I took a motion to the Vale of White Horse District Council on the proposed solar farm raising my concerns. Unfortunately, the motion was twice amended by Liberal Democrat and Green Councillors – without my support – and the contents were watered down and made much more favourable towards solar farms in the Vale.

However, I'll continue to raise concerns about the scale of these proposals, and associated issues. If anyone in the Parish has views they want to share, please let me know. 

Village highways issues

I have several issues from the last Parish Meeting I’m working on with the Council’s highways team, including faded white lines/markings and speeding issues. There has been some delay making progress, as the old highways officer retired and there was a long gap before they were replaced. But their replacement is now in post and I’m raising issues in Shellingford with them.

Planning changes

As of 31st October, the government's changes to the planning system have scrapped the call-in process, which enabled councillors to ask for applications to be decided in public by committee. Many applications can now only be decided by Council officers, including applications for up to nine homes. 

I'm opposed to these changes, because I believe they apply a one-size-fits-all approach that will harm rural areas like ours. My priority is, and will always be, to make sure that local voices are heard on planning issues and that we can have confidence in the integrity of the system.

Upgrades to the A417

Earlier this year, as you will have seen, there were major upgrades to the A417 at the Shellingford/Hatford crossroads and on the other side of Stanford in the Vale. So far, these improvements seem to be holding, and the road is a big improvement on its condition last winter. I'm also in touch with colleagues who represent neighbouring areas about road issues there - for example, the B4508 through Fernham - and what can be done to persuade the County Council to act. 

Drainage issues on the A417

The County Council has previously agreed to relocate some of the drains on the A417 between the crossroads and Faringdon, building them into the verge to prevent them from being damaged. This is good news, but the timetable remains unclear, as does the number of drains to be relocated. As you might imagine, I would like them all relocated as soon as possible, to stop the problems caused by heavy traffic cropping up over and over again.

Baulking Traffic Lights

You may have seen the temporary traffic lights on the A417 by the Baulking turn. These are due to be there until shortly before Christmas to enable repair of a bridge, which seems extraordinary to me given the limited works needed. I've raised this with Oxfordshire County Council. My concerns have been noted, and the bridges team are now looking into it. I'm strongly of the view that temporary traffic lights should only be there when necessary and for as briefly as necessary.

Gritting

I'm in discussions with the County Council about the gritting map in our area. While I'm glad the B4508 through Shellingford is gritted, some nearby roads – for example, Baulking Lane and Goosey Lane – are not. I've raised this with OCC before, and their response has been that the County grits around 47% of roads, which they consider sufficient. My view is that what is sufficient in a built-up area may not be in a rural one, especially where villages have only one road in and out.

Traffic through the village

Thank you to the residents who have been in touch about traffic diverting through the village from the A420 when there are roadworks. I've had discussions with some people in the village, as well as with the County Council, about this. The updates at this stage are:

· On the Coxwell junction roadworks, after discussions, the contractors agreed to work in a way that keeps the road open and free-flowing (as it is at the moment), rather than putting traffic lights on it. This should hopefully reduce the volume of traffic diverting, as delays there are currently minimal. (Although I appreciate delays were very long, and the issues much worse, when the Park Road works in Faringdon were also taking place.)
· In the longer term, given people’s general dependence on sat navs that react to delays, I think it will be very difficult to prevent all traffic re-routing through Shellingford, particularly cars. But I have spoken to OCC about whether a weight restriction (except for access) could apply to Shellingford to reduce the number of HGVs. More broadly, consideration of new weight restrictions was delayed pending some wider work the Council was doing on HGV routes, but that has now concluded. I won't take it forward unless you want me to - so if the Parish Meeting is agreeable to exploring a weight restriction through the village, to try and minimise HGV traffic, please let me know.

Tip rules
I remain opposed to the new rules for using the tip, including the mandatory booking system. But if the new rules are to remain - and so far the ruling administration in County Hall says they are - I think the booking system should be seriously simplified. 
Having listened to people's feedback, I think the current five-page form should ask fewer questions; should have the option to save basic information, to avoid repetition every time someone books; and should offer more flexible time slots, especially for people who need to travel some way to get to the tip. (I appreciate the last of these isn’t an issue in Shellingford!)
I've written to the new Cabinet Member responsible and asked her to consider how the system can be made easier. The Council has now agreed to do a review later in the year, and I'll be pushing for concrete improvements to be made.
Questions to Oxfordshire County Council

At the most recent meetings of Oxfordshire County Council, I’ve asked questions to Cabinet Members on:

· The 57% rise in the cost of a young person’s ‘MyBus’ day ticket, which I think is particularly galling because the County Council boasts about the investment it is putting into buses for others, funded by the massive £7.7 million surplus from the Oxford Congestion Charge. The Cabinet Member has said they will review it in the new year. 
· The condition of the A420 between Hinton Waldrist and Buckland, which was showing signs of deterioration within weeks of improvement works – asking what the works cost, when the Council inspected them, and what it is doing to make sure defects are put right at no further cost to the taxpayer.
· The fees and charges paid by Town and Parish Councils to the County Council when they commission works through it, as opposed to the cost of the works themselves. I’ve discovered that Parish Councils are being burdened with additional fees when they try and invest in their local area - which I don’t think is fair. 
· Congestion on the Botley Road since it re-opened and the traffic filters were introduced, including the impact on the timeliness of the S6 bus.

… among other issues. 

Questions to the Vale of White Horse District Council

At recent meetings of the Vale, I’ve submitted several questions including on Abbey House (the Vale of White Horse's offices in Abingdon), the Council's financial health, scrutiny at the District Council, and the lack of data from the County Council on Stanford tip following my earlier motion at the District Council.

Formation of the Vale Alliance

I wanted to let you know about a change in the District Council. As the sole Conservative Councillor on the authority, I've joined with three independent councillors to form the 'Vale Alliance' group. We are now the largest opposition group on the Council.

This was a decision I took to enable me to speak up for local residents by amplifying my voice as part of a group. We haven’t formed a new party, however - I remain a Conservative Councillor - and we all continue to represent our wards individually.

I hope the above information is helpful. If anyone has any questions on any of these matters, or anything else, please do get in touch at lee.evans@oxfordshire.gov.uk or lee.evans@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
